Responsibility and Action
Theme:  To show that God calls men to take the initiative and to be active in and responsible for their own and others’ spiritual development
Anticipatory Set:  Briefly go over the “What Should I Do?” assessment, which was handed out or e-mailed the week before.  Read the 10 reasons men will not commit (link).  Allow for brief responses.

Review: earlier discussions on cultural views of manhood and on God and purpose
Main Lesson:  Discussion on work and business throughout points.
God has called men to take action, to take the initiative
Note the difference between Adam’s passivity and the results and Abraham’s faithfulness and the results.

	Adam
	Abraham

	Genesis 3: 6-11, 17-19
	Genesis 14: 14-20

	Romans 7: 12-14
	Genesis 22: 1-18

	
	James 2: 20-24


Jesus calls men to be good stewards
Proverbs 28: 19

Matthew 25: 14-30 - Parable of the Talents

Obey God’s calling on your life.

Create vision out of tension.

Earn, do not demand, respect.

Learn to decide rather than pass off decisions to others
Decide to pursue God instead of waiting for Him to find you

Watch Braveheart trailer: “Every man dies; not every man truly lives.”

Learn to live in tension

Own your shortcomings and mistakes

Proverbs 26: 12

I Peter 1: 13-16; 4: 1-5

Confess and repent first.

Deal with your past wounds.

Read from What’s So Amazing About Grace?, pp. 75-81.

Read from Guyland, pp. 40-41.

Remove any hindrance to healthy relationships.

Learn to lovingly confront rather than to ignore or react
Be willing to go deep in relationships

Initiate reconciliation in relationships

Teach the hard lessons, including those with which you personally struggle

Jesus calls men to take on others’ burdens
Proverbs 24: 11-12

Luke 10: 25-37 - Parable of the Good Samaritan

Be the provider for your family and for God’s mission.

Serve one another in love.

Learn to reach out and get involved rather than leaving others alone
Initiate relationships with others

Step in to darkness and uncertainty, areas where you may not be proficient

Do good even if it brings suffering

Proverbs 15: 17

I Peter 3: 13-17; 4: 12-19

clip from “Gone Baby Gone”

When something seems wrong, stand in the gap.

Obey God’s commands.

“Manhood and Christlikeness are synonymous”
     Read the stories about Bryan and Kong on pp. 23, 27, 28 from Irresistible Husband by Edwin Cole Louis

Initiate spiritual awareness in your family

Take an active role in leading women and children in spiritual development

Closing:  Have each man commit to at least one area in their life where they will initiate and take more Godly action and will pray this week to determine ways in which he must be more responsible or take on more responsibility.  Let each man know that the leaders will call sometime later in the week to ask how each man can be assisted with responsibility.  Hand out the reading assignment for the next lesson, to be read during the week.

